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The Effect of Coercion and Anger on DivorceA Comparative
Jurisprudential Study
Khansa Abdul Razzaq Ahmed

Sunni Endowment Office
Abstract
This research addresses one of the most significant jurisprudential topics
affecting the contemporary Muslim family, namely the effect of coercion (ikrah)
and anger (ghadab) on divorce (talaq), through a comparative jurisprudential
study among the four major schools of Islamic law: the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i,
and Hanbali schools. The study adopts an inductive methodology in collecting
jurisprudential texts and a comparative methodology in analyzing and assessing
the various scholarly opinions. The importance of this research lies in the
increasing rates of divorce in contemporary Muslim societies, particularly those
occurring under conditions of coercion or extreme emotional distress such as
anger, necessitating a clear exposition of the Islamic legal ruling on such
circumstances. The study first examines the concept of divorce linguistically and
terminologically among jurists, its legislative bases in the Quran, Sunnah, and
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consensus (ijma'), and the wisdom behind its legislation. It then investigates the
concept of coercion linguistically and terminologically, its types—whether
legitimate or illegitimate, absolute or partial—its conditions, and the scholars'
views on the validity of a divorce issued under coercion.The research further
explores the concept of anger linguistically and jurisprudentially, along with its
three states as classified by jurists: mild anger that does not affect discernment,
severe anger that completely eliminates rational awareness, and moderate anger
about which scholars have differed. The study then presents the positions of the
four jurisprudential schools on the validity of divorce issued in a state of anger,
along with their supporting evidence and their assessments of the legal weight of
actions performed under such conditions.The research reached several key
conclusions: jurists unanimously agree that a divorce issued under compelling
and unjust coercion is invalid, while they differ on subsidiary details. The
Hanafis held that a coerced divorce is nonetheless valid in all cases, whereas the
Malikis and Ibn Hazm maintained it does not take effect, and the Shafi'is and
Hanbalis distinguished between coercion based on legitimate legal authority and
coercion without legal justification. Similarly, severe anger that eliminates
awareness and discernment is considered by many later jurists to be a barrier to
the validity of divorce. This research represents a contribution to providing clear
jurisprudential answers to contemporary questions concerning the Muslim
family.

Keywords: Coercion, Anger, Divorce, Islamic Jurisprudence, Schools of Figh
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