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Temporal Awareness in Abbasid Poetry and its Impact on Shaping
Existential Vision
A.L. Ahmed Abdullah Saleh Wahab
Education, Anbar, College of Education/Fallujah Study Center
Abstract
This study examines temporal awareness in Abbasid poetry and its impact on
shaping the existential vision of Abbasid poets. It approaches time not merely as
a chronological sequence, but as an intellectual and aesthetic concept closely
related to human anxiety, destiny, mortality, and the search for meaning. The
study explores the major manifestations of time in Abbasid poetry, including
fate, the passage from youth to old age, pleasure and transience, death,
annihilation, and elegy. It also analyzes how these temporal manifestations
contributed to forming an existential vision based on reflection upon life, death,
survival, and inevitable disappearance. The research adopts a descriptive-
analytical method, while also benefiting from stylistic and thematic approaches
in reading selected poetic models. The study concludes that time was a central
component in the Abbasid poetic experience and played a significant role in
deepening the existential dimension in the poetry of Abu al-Atahiya, Abu
Nuwas, al-Mutanabbi, and Abu Tammam, according to each poet’s vision of life,
destiny, and symbolic immortality.
Keywords : Temporal awareness, Abbasid poetry, existential vision,
psychological time, death and annihilation.
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