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Critque of consumerism in the thought of Abdelwahab Elmessire.
A.L. Ali Abdul Razzaq Khalaf ali
Dr. Mohammed Ahmed Faisal Mohamed
A.L.. Younes Mohammed Daham
Abstract

This study aims to provide an intellectual and epistemological critique of the
phenomenon of consumption within the cognitive project of the thinker Abdel-
Wahab EI-Messiri, situated in the broader context of Western modernity and its
comprehensive secular manifestations. The study posits that consumption, from
El-Messiri's  perspective, transcends its narrow economic boundaries,
transforming into a complex cultural and symbolic system that reproduces social
hierarchies and actively contributes to the "reification” (objectification) of
human beings while flattening their existential consciousness. To unravel the
dimensions of this phenomenon, the research traces the structural shift from
necessary consumption to symbolic consumption by parsing the dichotomy
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between "need" and "desire". In doing so, it draws insights from prominent
sociological paradigms (Veblen, Bauman, Bourdieu, and Al-Jabri) to
contextualize the role of late capitalism and the media apparatus in
manufacturing false human needs. Furthermore, the study demonstrates how El-
Messiri grounded his critique of consumption by linking it structurally to the
crisis of "comprehensive secularism,” which systematically reduces the
"complex man" to a "one-dimensional, natural/material man" subjugated to
unrestrained market determinisms. The study concludes that El-Messiri’s
critique is not merely a transient moral preaching against luxury, but rather a
profound cognitive deconstruction. He proposes a comprehensive civilizational
alternative embodied in the model of the "Monotheistic/Ethical Man"—
anchored in the concept of human trusteeship (Khilafah)—which restores the
transcendent, spiritual dimensions of human existence as an essential
prerequisite for breaking free from the iron cage of materialism and
emancipating humanity from the shackles of commodification and alienation.

Keywords: Abdel-Wahab EI-Messiri, Critique of Consumption, Western
Modernity, Comprehensive Secularism, Reification, The Monotheistic Ethical
Man.
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