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Abstract:

This study examines the traffic problems along the road linking Kirkuk Governorate with the city of Tikrit,
considering it one of the vital corridors in northern and central Iraq. This road represents an important route for
the movement of people and goods, and its significance continues to grow with ongoing economic and urban
expansion in the region. The research aims to analyze the nature of the traffic issues encountered on this road
from a transport geography perspective by studying the spatial, structural, and human factors affecting traffic
efficiency and clarifying their impact on safety and flow. The study reveals that the road suffers from several
challenges, most notably deterioration of the pavement in various sections due to the absence of regular
maintenance and the aging of the asphalt surface, in addition to the narrowness of the road in certain areas and
its inability to accommodate the continuous increase in vehicle volume, especially heavy trucks. The findings
also indicate a clear shortage of road signs, both guiding and warning, as well as poor nighttime lighting, all of
which significantly contribute to high accident rates. Human factors also play a major role, represented by
unsafe driving behaviors, non-compliance with speed limits, and hazardous overtaking practices that increase
the risk on this route. From a geographical standpoint, terrain characteristics, the presence of slopes and curves,
and the frequent decline in visibility during winter fog further reduce road safety. The study indicates that
addressing these issues requires an integrated plan that includes improving infrastructure, widening the road,
enhancing safety measures, raising driver awareness, and strengthening traffic monitoring in line with the
increasing significance of this route.The research aims to identify the factors causing traffic problems along the
Kirkuk—Tikrit road and analyze them from a transport geography perspective to propose solutions that enhance
road efficiency and safety.The study concludes that the road suffers from structural, traffic-related, and
behavioral problems that reduce safety levels and limit its efficiency as a major road connecting two important
cities.The study recommends rehabilitating and widening the road, improving signage and lighting,
implementing effective monitoring measures, organizing truck movement, and continuously promoting traffic
awareness.Keywords: Tikrit, Kirkuk, traffic problems, road accidents, roads, traffic culture, vehicles.
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