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Abstract

This research aims to address memory techniques and the retrieval of the past in
the Iragi novelist Shakir Al-Rawi’s novel The Hour of Baghdad, through a
structural narratological approach grounded in the theoretical achievements of
modern narratology—particularly the rigorous analytical tools proposed by
Gérard Genette in his book Discourse of the Story, which focuses on the study
of narrative temporality and the mechanisms of retrieving the past. The study
seeks to reveal the artistic methods used by the novelist in dealing with narrative
time, including dream-entry techniques as a means of accessing memories, the
use of objects as triggers for remembering, and writing in the ledger to preserve
collective memory.In addition, the research examines remembering through the
form “I remember” as a narrative retrieval device, the confusion between dream
and reality as a complex narrative structure, and the novel’s structure as internal
books that link the past to the future. The study shows how these techniques
form an integrated narrative system that reconstructs Baghdad’s
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“place/memory” in light of experiences of war, migration, and displacement—
thus building a narrative text that leverages the possibilities of storytelling to
preserve collective memory from forgetting and destruction.

The research adopts a structural narratological approach based on analyzing the
deep structure of the narrative text, drawing on the tools of temporal analysis
offered by modern narratology, and on Maurice Halbwachs’s theory of
collective memory to understand the relationship between individual memory
and collective memory. The study reaches a number of important findings, most
notably that memory in this novel goes beyond the individual dimension to
become a shared collective memory among several characters.

Keywords: Narrative techniques; Memory; Retrieval of the past;
Remembering/retrieving memories; Structural narration.
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