Conference Proceedings: Enhancing the Role of Islamic, Social, and Human Studies in
Building Society, Volume 23/1, July 2026.

m ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 | et} sumsinl |
ANA

Journal Of the Iraqia University O
“,:Ef_oml available online at IRAGI

fournal Of the Iragia University

https://iasj.rdd.edu.iq/journals/journal/view/247
utad il | ot i | it Gl | ettt it guil | g o) G ($ 3909 guiniBd LR
oyl ol bl e G il
il (v ols Sl 39Sl Y
daolondl alaet obadlt AulS ¢ 65398 (0T St Jpual e b (1y\aLY a3t
Institutional Ijtihad and Its Role in Promoting Legislative Flexibility and
Responding to Contemporary Legal Transformations A Comparative Study
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Abstract
This study examines the role of institutional ijtithad in achieving legislative flexibility and addressing
contemporary legal transformations from a comparative perspective based on usil al-figh and maqasid al-
shari'ah. It argues that the growing complexity of modern legal issues requires a shift from individual to
institutional ijtihad. The study adopts an analytical and comparative approach.The findings reveal that legislative
flexibility is an inherent feature of Islamic law and that ijtihad is its primary mechanism through the application
of maqasid al-shart ah, figh al-wagqi’, figh al-tanzil, and consideration of legal consequences (ma’alat). The study
also shows that figh academies represent the most effective model of institutional ijtihad, enabling a balance
between immutable Shari‘ah principles and contemporary legal developments. It concludes that institutional
ijtihad is the most effective framework for preserving the identity of Islamic law while responding to modern

legal challenges.Keywords: Institutional Ijtihad; Legislative Flexibility; Maqasid al-Shari‘ah; Collective Ijtihad;
Figh Academies; Contemporary Legal Transformations.
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