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The Image of Baghdad in the Iragi Novel — "Frankenstein in Baghdad' as a
"Model
Lect. Muhammad Nasser
Hussein Rahm Al-Mayah
Summary:

The Representation of Baghdad in Ahmed Saadawi's Frankenstein in Baghdad
This study examines how Saadawi's novel transforms Baghdad into a dynamic
narrative space that reflects Irag's post-wreality. Through spatial and
literaranalysis, the research explores the city's dual role as both setting and
symbolic protagonist, where ruined neighborhoods embody collective trauma
and the "Whatsitsname" creature allegorizes societal fragmentation. Employing
Bakhtinian polyphony and magical realism frameworks, the analysis reveals
how the novel's narrative techniques—polyphonic voices, metaphysical
elements, and urban personification—render Baghdad an active agent that
encapsulates war's absurdity and the struggle for identity. The study contributes
to spatial literary theory while offering new perspectives on how contemporary
Iragi fiction negotiates memory, violence, and place. (Word count: 120 — Can
be adjusted further if needed) This version :Maintains full academic rigor while
being concise. Preserves all key elements: theoretical framework, textual
analysis, and significance.  Flows as one cohesive paragraph. - Keeps
specialized terminology (polyphony personification) while remaining accessible.
Let me know if you'd prefer any adjustments in tone or emphasis .

Keywords: Baghdad, the Imaginary, Saadawi, Place, Al-Mayahi
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