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Argumentative Hierarchies of Prophetic Hadiths in the Chapter on Faith
from *Sahih al-Bukhari* by Imam al-Bukhari d. 256 AH)
Nisreen Qusay Nouman

Abstract:

The argumentative scale is a central concept in linguistic pragmatics,
representing an ordering of arguments within an utterance based on their varying
degrees of strength or weakness. Pioneered by the French linguist Oswald
Ducrot, the significance of argumentative scales lies in their ability to shift an
utterance from the realm of mere informational content to that of an
argumentative statement with a specific orientation-one whose value is defined
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by the support it lends to a particular conclusion. This research aims to apply
this concept to the "Book of Faith” (Kitab allman) in sahih al-Bukhari in order
to reveal the manner in which Imam al-Bukhari arranged the arguments therein.
...texts (Hadiths and Athar); and to persuade the recipient of a specific issue. The
theory of argumentative scales relies on the idea that statements within a
discourse do not proceed at a uniform level; rather, they vary in strength to serve
a particular conclusion-the aim being to persuade and influence the recipient,
and to firmly embed religious concepts within their beliefs.and highlighting the
argumentative orientation; to demonstrate that the context of the Hadiths in the
book is not merely a narrative, but a tightly constructed argumentative
framework that unfolds according to a deliberate progression to serve specific
inferential conclusions.The significance of Sahih al-Bukhari lies in its status as a
fundamental source of Islamic legislation; consequently, it has garnered
extensive attention through diverse studies covering grammatical, linguistic,
critical, and jurisprudential aspects. Against this backdrop, this blessed work
was selected for a study of "argumentative scales™ within its hadiths, given the
wealth of persuasive and influential techniques-as well as spiritual insights-
contained in Prophetic texts, all aimed at convincing the recipient and
transforming their behavior. The value of this research is further underscored by
the absence of prior studies examining Sahih al-Bukhari from this specific
pragmatic-argumentative perspective.Research Objectives and MethodologyThe
primary objective is to explain Prophetic hadiths in accordance with
authoritative commentaries and subsequently apply the "Theory of
Argumentative Scales" to them, in order to reveal the persuasive power of the
utterances and the conclusions derived from them.Methodology: The research
employs a descriptive-analytical-applied approach, involving the surveying of
hadiths, the analysis of their meanings, and the deconstruction of their
argumentative structures.Study Plan (Organizational Structure)The research is
systematically structured to comprise an introduction and two sections, as
follows:Introduction: A brief overview summarizing the biography and
scholarly life of Imam al-Bukhari.Section One (Theoretical Framework): An
examination of the research's theoretical foundations and a definition of key
concepts and terms related to argumentation and argumentative scales.

Section Two (Practical Application): Observing and applying the theory of
scales and its argumentative principles to the Hadiths found in the "Book of
Faith" (Kitab al-Iman) from Sahih al-Bukhari, drawing upon a variety of
classical and modern sources.Conclusion: An overview of the study's key
findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Sahih al-Bukhari, argumentative scales, argumentation,
argumentative force.
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