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The Economic Vision of Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn: A Study in the
Supplications of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya
Lecturer Dr. Haneen Abbas Salem
University of Basra / College of Education for Human Sciences / Department of
History
Abstract:
The supplications of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) have played a significant
role in embodying both theoretical and practical ethics, guiding individuals
toward striving for a better life, and liberating them from all factors that lead to
backwardness and suffering for both individuals and society—particularly
poverty and injustice. They also contributed to mobilizing public opinion against
tyrannical and unjust rulers, their supporters, and exploiters. Thus, Al-Sahifa Al-
Sajjadiyya is not merely a collection of supplications; rather, it represents faith,
patience, sacrifice, tolerance, mercy, and a revolution against evil and corruption
in all its forms.Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya is considered one of the treasures of
Islamic heritage. It is a collection of transmitted supplications narrated from
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Imam Zayn al-Abidin, Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be upon him). This compilation
has become widely known by titles such as “The Sister of the Qur’an,” “The
Psalms of the Family of Muhammad,” and “The Gospel of the Family of
Muhammad.” Its role is not limited to being a divine legacy, a school of ethics,
and a beacon of guidance; rather, it also reflects a significant social endeavor
necessitated by the circumstances of the Imam’s time.These titles and
descriptions reflect its importance and value as a comprehensive and integrated
way of life. It encompasses a holistic methodology addressing various scientific
and practical aspects of human life—doctrinal, political, social, and ethical—
similar to the Holy Qur’an, which is not merely a book of religion and guidance,
but a complete system addressing all aspects of human life and intervening in all
essential domains.
Undoubtedly, among the foremost vital issues emphasized by Imam Ali ibn al-
Husayn (peace be upon him) are economic matters, which constitute the
backbone of contemporary human societies. Therefore, this study seeks to shed
light on an important aspect of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya, namely: the economic
vision of Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be upon him).

The research is divided into two main sections. The first addresses the Islamic
stance on poverty and its dimensions in the thought of Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn
(peace be upon him). The second examines the economic vision in Al-Sahifa Al-
Sajjadiyya, which includes several key themes: work as the fundamental basis
for development and economic growth; ethical determinants in Islamic
economics; developmental investment of financial resources; addressing the
problem of debt and its social and economic consequences; and the concept of
economy and financial balance. The study concludes with a conclusion and a list
of references.It should be clarified at the outset that Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya does
not present a direct economic theory; rather, it contains numerous principles,
values, and guidelines articulated in the form of supplications, through which the
features of Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn’s economic vision can be derived.

Keyword: Economic Vision, Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn, Sahifa Sajjadiya
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