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Keywords: years of service (less than 5 years / 5-10 years / 11-15 years
Epistemological Beliefs, / more than 15 years). The descriptive approach was used in

Secondary School Teachers the research. The number of members of the research
community was (6314) male and female teachers affiliated

Correspondence:
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with preparatory and intermediate schools in Mosul District,
the center of Nineveh Governorate. A random sample of
(682) male and female teachers was drawn from the research
community members. Since the Authors were unable to
obtain a suitable tool to measure cognitive beliefs, a scale
was prepared for this purpose based on appropriate
theoretical frameworks. The validity of the research tool was
verified by apparent validity and internal consistency. The
cognitive beliefs scale in its final form consisted of (22)
items. The Authors used several statistical methods,
including: t-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient, and
analysis of variance to process the data. The research results
showed that secondary school teachers have advanced
cognitive beliefs at a level higher than the theoretical
average. There was no difference in cognitive beliefs among
sample members according to the gender variable (male-
female). The results also showed that teachers, both male and
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female, specializing in science subjects have a higher level
of cognitive beliefs than their peers specializing in
humanities subjects. As for the differences among sample

members in cognitive beliefs according to the variable of
years of service, the results showed that teachers with more
years of service exhibit higher levels of cognitive beliefs. In

light of the research results, the Authors presented a number

of recommendations and proposals.
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