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Paul Rassinier and His Influence on the Development of the Holocaust Denial
Movement in Europe (1948 — 1967)
Duraid Karim Atallah Abbas

Abstract

This study examines the life and intellectual development of Paul Rassinier and
analyzes his role in the emergence and evolution of Holocaust denial in Europe,
while also exploring the influence of his ideas on the transmission of this
discourse to the United States between 1948 and 1967. The research begins by
tracing Rassinier's upbringing and his intellectual and political formation in
France, highlighting his adherence to socialist and pacifist ideals, his
participation in the French Resistance against the German occupation, and his
imprisonment in the Buchenwald and Dora concentration camps during the
Second World War. These experiences constituted the foundation upon which
he later developed his historical interpretations. The study further examines the
gradual transformation of his thought following his return to France, as he
shifted from writing personal memoirs of his imprisonment to adopting a critical
discourse toward the prevailing historical narratives of the concentration camps
and the Holocaust, relying on questioning certain survivor testimonies and
emphasizing what he regarded as inconsistencies among them. In addition, the
research discusses his major publications and traces the evolution of his ideas
throughout the 1950s and 1960s. It also analyzes the academic responses to his
writings and concludes that Paul Rassinier represented the first major
intellectual precursor of the modern Holocaust denial movement. After his
death, his works became an important reference for political and ideological
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groups in Europe and the United States, contributing to the development of a
denialist discourse whose influence continued throughout the following decades.

Keywords: Paul Rassinier, Holocaust Denial, Holocaust
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