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Abstract
World War Il marked a pivotal turning point in the history of the Middle East. It
led to the collapse of the traditional colonial system and opened the door to a
reshaping of the region's political map. The economic and military exhaustion of
Britain and France, resulting from six years of global conflict, laid the
groundwork for the independence of the Arab states of the Levant and altered
the international balance of power, paving the way for the emergence of new
superpowers such as the United States and the Soviet Union as key players in
the region.Before the war, the region was dominated by British and French
mandates. The Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916) formed the basis of the current
borders of Syria, Lebanon, Irag, and Jordan, while Egypt and Irag remained
under alliance treaties that limited British influence. With the war's end, the
colonial powers faced increasing internal and external pressures. The battles in
North Africa had weakened their military capabilities, while Arab nationalist
movements were inspired by the broken promises of the Allies after World War
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