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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the Ash‘arite perspectives on the nature of death, questioning whether it is
existential (real) or nihilistic (non-existent), and the consequences that arise from this view. A comparison is
made with opposing sects. The research includes an introduction and two main sections. The first section defines
the key terms used in the study, while the second section addresses the existential nature of death according to
the Ash‘arites. This section provides an overview of the Ash‘arite school, outlines their position on the matter,
and analyzes the nature of the disagreement within the Ash‘arite school itself, as well as with the Mu 'tazilites
and the philosophers. The conclusion presents the findings, with one of the most notable results being that the
internal Ash‘arite disagreement is largely verbal and superficial, whereas the dispute with the Mu ‘tazilites stems
from the latter's belief that the individual is the creator of their own actions. The Mu tazilites also hold that the
killing of an individual represents two deaths: the first being a natural death predestined by God, and the second
being an unnatural death due to murder, which contradicts the individual's divinely appointed death.
Consequently, the Mu‘tazilites view death as nihilistic. Similarly, the philosophers argued for the nihilistic view
of death because they deny bodily resurrection, asserting that death pertains only to the body, while the soul is
resurrected in a new, suitable body.Keywords: Ash‘arism, death, existential death, nihilistic death.
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