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Abstract:

Public opinion reflects the stances of individuals and groups, from those in positions of power and influence to
the general public, and their mutual influence on social and political conditions. In historical Baghdad, this was
clearly manifested in the Ashura rituals held by the Shiites in the Karkh district, which provoked the ire of
extremists and Hanbalis. This divergence in opinions led to continuous attempts to prevent these rituals,
resulting in frequent clashes between Shiites and the police or opposing groups. Public opinion, in its various
political and administrative forms—including Hanbalis, ministers, and leaders—played a pivotal role in either
fueling or attempting to control these conflicts. Thus, these events emerged as a model of how social phenomena
and religious figures can shape public opinion, whether towards acceptance or disapproval.
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