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Abstract

The last decades of the twentieth century witnessed profound political and strategic transformations that
significantly shaped the nature of contemporary international relations and crisis management mechanisms,
particularly with the growing role of the United Nations, led by the United Nations Security Council, in
addressing international conflicts. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 constituted one of the most significant
issues addressed by the United Nations Security Council, which remained actively involved in managing the
crisis from its outset to its conclusion. Consequently, the economic blockade imposed on Iraq during the period
(1990-2003) became one of the most prominent issues attracting the attention of researchers because of its far-
reaching historical, political, economic, social, and cultural repercussions, which extended over thirteen years
and affected various sectors of Iraqi society, particularly Iraqi tourism.This study aims to analyze the
repercussions of the economic blockade on Iraqi tourism during the period (1990-2003). The study adopted the
historical-analytical method by tracing the resolutions issued by the United Nations Security Council imposing
the economic blockade on Iraq following its invasion and annexation of Kuwait. The repercussions of the
blockade were analyzed in light of historical sources, official documents, tourism studies, and available
statistical data.The study concludes that the economic blockade resulted in a significant decline in tourism
activity due to reduced financial resources, deterioration of tourism infrastructure and services, and the
suspension of tourism development projects, which adversely affected Iraqi tourism and its regional and
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international standing. The study further concludes that Iraq’s experience represents an important historical
model for understanding the repercussions of economic blockades on civilian sectors, particularly the tourism
sector.
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