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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the argumentative structure in Al-Jahiz’s epistles and to identify the main
mechanisms he employed to construct persuasive discourse and influence the recipient. The research is based on
the assumption that Al-Jahiz’s epistles are not merely literary and rhetorical texts, but rather integrated models of
argumentative discourse that combine logical reasoning with eloquent expression. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach by examining the intellectual foundations of argumentation in Al-Jahiz’s thought and
analyzing the pragmatic and rhetorical strategies employed in his writings. The study reveals that argumentation
in Al-Jahiz’s discourse is closely linked to the concept of “Bayan” (eloquent exposition), which is founded on
clarification, persuasion, and effective communication. It also demonstrates that Mu‘tazilite thought played a
significant role in shaping his argumentative structure by emphasizing rational inquiry and logical reasoning.
Furthermore, the study highlights Al-Jahiz’s use of various argumentative devices, including argumentative
connectors, speech acts, contextual appropriateness, irony, imagery, and narrative techniques, all of which
contribute to enhancing the persuasive power of his discourse. The research also explores the practical
manifestations of argumentation in Al-Jahiz’s political, ethical, and social epistles, where he relied on authority-
based arguments, rational evidence, narration, and storytelling to support and defend his viewpoints. The study
concludes that Al-Jahiz made a significant contribution to the development of argumentative thought in the Arab
intellectual tradition and that his epistles remain a rich source for contemporary rhetorical and pragmatic studies.

Keywords: Argumentation, Al-Jahiz, Epistles, Persuasion, Pragmatics, Rhetoric, Mu‘tazilite Thought.
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