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Abstract: Electoral abstention is one of the most prominent
manifestations of the democratic crisis in Iraq after 2003. Low turnout
rates recur in each election cycle, casting doubt on the legitimacy of the
political system and its institutions. This research examines the
phenomenon from an analytical perspective, highlighting its underlying
causes, which include weak trust in electoral institutions, recurring
fraud, the dominance of traditional parties, and a decline in political

awareness among broad segments of society, particularly youth.

The research focuses on three main axes:

First, the conceptual and theoretical framework of electoral abstention.

The second axis is strengthening trust in political and electoral
institutions by reforming electoral laws, ensuring the independence of
the Independent High Electoral Commission, combating corruption, and

expanding local and international oversight of the electoral process.

The third axis addresses the role of political education and civil society
activation, by promoting civic education, empowering independent
media, and supporting civil society organizations in their awareness—
raising and oversight roles. Addressing voter apathy cannot be done
through superficial or seasonal solutions. Rather, it requires a radical
reform of the political, media, and educational systems, and the building
of an electoral culture based on trust, accountability, and conscious

participation.
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