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The British-French stance on the Bou Said power struggle in East
Africa 1856-1890
Raheem Ali Hamad Ismail
Diyala Education Directorate / Al-Farooq Secondary School

Summary
Zanzibar faced numerous crises, most notably the issue of succession to the

throne after the death of Sayed Said bin Sultan. His sons vied for power, and
Britain and France seized the opportunity to interfere in Zanzibar's affairs. This
interference extended to selecting rulers for both Zanzibar and Muscat, serving
their political and colonial interests and strengthening their influence in the
region. The Al Bu Said rulers were unable to confront the colonial powers,
which were far superior to the Arabs at the time. The weakness of some rulers
who allowed Britain and France to exploit their conflicts to achieve their
colonial interests led to the weakening of the Al Bu Said state and the division
of its possessions in East Africa, especially when Germany declared its desire to
obtain colonies in East Africa. This led to the conclusion of several agreements,
including the Treaty of Heligoland, in which the possessions of Zanzibar were
divide and lost between France, Germany, and Britain. Zanzibar was Trans
formed from a vast sovereign sultanate into a very small sultanate confined to
the island of Zanzibar and Pemba

Keywords: (Al Bu Said, Zanzibar, European rivalry)
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