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Abstract
This research examines referential cohesion and textual linking and their role in achieving coherence in Qur’anic
discourse, using Surah Yusuf and Surah Al-Mulk as applied models. It aims to highlight how referential
devices—particularly pronouns, demonstratives, and relative pronouns—contribute to building semantic
relations within the Qur’anic text, ensuring unity and coherence across verses and chapters. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, first presenting the theoretical framework of reference and textual cohesion,
then applying it to selected Qur’anic examples. The findings reveal that different types of reference (anaphoric,
cataphoric, and contextual) play a crucial role in reducing repetition, enhancing linguistic economy, and
strengthening textual unity. Textual cohesion is shown to be a fundamental mechanism in constructing the
structural and semantic integrity of the Qur’anic discourse. The analysis further demonstrates that Surah Yusuf
and Surah Al-Mulk exhibit dense referential networks that connect events and meanings, reflecting a dimension
of Qur’anic linguistic inimitability. Pronouns emerge as the most significant cohesive devices, forming an
interconnected textual system that enhances comprehension and semantic impact. Keywords :Reference,

Textual cohesion, Textual coherence, Qur’anic discourse, Surah Yusuf, Surah Al-Mulk, Pronouns, Text
linguistics, Cohesion, Coherence, Text analysis.
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