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Al Sayyid Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba'i and His Reformist
Methodology in Tafsir al-Mizan (A Study of His Scholarly and Exegetical
Life)
Safaa Hadi Kareem
Dr. Fatima Kazem Shamam
Summary:

This research discusses the life of the scholar Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’i
and his reformative methodology in Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, as he is
regarded as one of the most prominent scholars of modern Islamic thought. The
study presents his academic upbringing and educational journey in Tabriz,
Najaf, and Qom, while highlighting his most important teachers, students, and
scholarly status. It also examines his role in reviving philosophical and rational
studies within the Islamic seminary and his effort to establish a connection
between reason and the Qur’anic text.The research further focuses on Al-Mizan
fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, explaining its scholarly characteristics and its methodology
based on interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an itself. It also analyzes his
linguistic, philosophical, and social interpretation of Qur’anic verses, in addition
to his position regarding narrations and Isra’iliyyat, as well as his rejection of
the idea of the distortion of the Holy Qur’an. The study concludes that al-
Tabataba’i presented an integrated exegetical project that contributed
significantly to the development of contemporary Qur’anic studies and their

connection to modern intellectual and humanitarian issues.
Keywords: Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’l - Al-Mizan Tafsir - Interpreting

the Qur’an by the Qur’an - Contemporary Islamic Thought
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