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Is the subject raised in a quasi-nominal sentence?
((A comparative study of the disagreement between Basra and Kufa
regarding the nominative case with the predicate resembling a verb))
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Abstract
This study addresses the issue of classifying the nominative case in quasi-nominal sentences, such as "Zayd is
striking" and "The sky is raining," which constituted a point of profound grammatical disagreement between
the Basra and Kufa schools of thought in the Arabic tradition. While the Basrans consider this nominative to be
a subject (mubtada') due to the absence of an explicit verb or a precisely understood implied verb, the Kufans
maintain that it is the agent of an implied verb indicated by the context. The research aimed to analyze the
methodological foundations of each position and offer a critical evaluation that transcends this binary debate
towards a conciliatory view based on the characteristics of the Arabic language itself. It employed a descriptive,
analytical, and comparative approach, relying on original classical sources. The research concluded that the
disagreement is legitimate, but not uniform across all contexts, and proposed a modified conciliatory rule in
which the nominative is considered the agent if the context clearly indicates an implied verb (such as through
the use of emphatic particles or the presence of an object), and the subject in the absence of such indicators. The
importance of this study lies in its contribution to revitalizing the grammatical heritage through a critical reading
that balances structural rigor and functional flexibility in the Arabic language.
Keywords: quasi-nominal sentence, nominative case, Basra school, Kufa school, quasi-verbal predicate,
grammatical disagreement, grammatical heritage.
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