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Abstract:[_]

This study examines the phenomenon of civilizational interaction among the regions of the Islamic world as one
of the most prominent manifestations of the unity of the Islamic Ummah throughout history. It takes as a
representative model the civilizational encounter between Askia Muhammad, ruler of the Songhai Empire in
West Africa in the ninth century AH / fifteenth century CE, and the encyclopedic scholar Jalal al-Din al-Suytti.
The study highlights how this interaction contributed to transcending geographical and environmental barriers,
affirming the universality of Islam and its ability to unite diverse peoples within a shared intellectual and cultural
framework. The research focuses on the motives behind Askia Muhammad’s reliance on scholars of the Islamic
East—foremost among them al-Suytiti—with the aim of consolidating the legitimacy of his rule, strengthening
religious and political reform, and promoting the sciences of Islamic law and the Arabic language within his
state. It also sheds light on the eminent scholarly status of al-Suyiitt, whose writings and legal opinions served
as authoritative references for Muslim rulers across various regions, including the lands of the Western Sudan.
The study is based on the letters and legal opinions addressed by al-Suyti to the rulers of the lands of Takriir,
as recorded in his work Rasa’il Bilad al-Takrtr (Letters to the Lands of Takrilir), considering them historical
evidence that documents the nature of the scholarly and intellectual relationship between the Islamic East and
West Africa. Keywords: (Askia, al-Suyuti, the Land of the Sudan, Hajj, Travels)
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