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Khor Abdullah: A Maritime Gateway or a Regional Hotspot?D

An Analytical Study of the Maritime Border Dispute between Iraq and
Kuwait in Light of International Agreements
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ABSTRACT

The Khor Abdullah waterway, considered an international border between Iraq and Kuwait, was the subject of
ongoing disputes between the two countries for a long period until it was resolved by the United Nations
Boundary Commission, thus becoming part of international law. For a long time, the waterway remained under
Iraqi control and use, as it was Iraq's only waterway providing access to its important commercial ports in Khor
al-Zubair. The research provided an analytical study of the maritime border dispute between Iraq and Kuwait,
and reviewed the agreements and treaties (such as the Khor Abdullah Agreement of 2013. The rules of
international law (the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982) apply to maritime navigation
issues and the importance of Khor Abdullah as a waterway. The aim is to understand the impact of these disputes
on the interests of the two countries and possible solutions. The analytical method was used in its preparation
to cover the legal aspects.Keywords: Maritime navigation, creek, agreement, seas. -
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