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Summary

Ahmad Matar is considered to be one of the most controversial and influential modern Arab poets, not only
because of his artistic work, but because of his strict commitment to the issues of freedom, tyranny, and human
dignity. The poet's transformation into a protest address of a leader puts the authority in the position of
accusation, and makes the poem an instrument of resistance, without compromising its own political action.
And here, Ahmad Matar's experience goes beyond the limits of poetry as a linguistic technique, to become an
ethical practice and an existential standpoint. Ahmad Matar's books are mostly short poems or poetic passages,
similar to revolutionary poems, but they are charged with high poetic meaning. Relying on al-Tafari, and
sometimes on poetic prose, without losing the internal rhythm, is the central theme in the poem, where he
portrays the Arab ruler as a tyrant, and the authority with a repressive purpose, including Ahmed Matar's
justification for the authority alone, but holding the people responsible for the continuation of the oppression,
and accepting submission as one of the forms of complicity. And poetry is not used for decoration, but for
relaxation Ahmed Matar is like a rare example in modern Arabic poetry: a poet does not distinguish between
creativity and attitude, nor between beauty and truth. He rejected the price of it negatively and marginally, but
he gained a firm place in the conscience of the Arab readers. The poetry is not isolated from Toqra texts, but
historical testimonies of the time of Al-Qaman al-Arab, and a continuous cry for silence.
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