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Predicting the Positioning of Football Goalkeepers Based on Open—Minded Thinking

among Youth Players in Wasit Governorate

By

Lect. Dr. Haider Nafil Rasan

hydrnfl§@gmail.com

Abstract

The positioning of football goalkeepers in the Youth League of Wasit Governorate

during matches is associated with several psychological and cognitive variables.

Goalkeeper positioning is closely linked to psychological and mental readiness, as the

goalkeeper's role requires advanced cognitive and organizational abilities that are no

less important than physical and technical capabilities. A goalkeeper's thinking

encompasses perception, concentration, rapid decision—making, and anticipation within

the dynamic and fast-paced context of the game.

The study aimed to identify the relationship between goalkeeper positioning and open-

minded thinking among football goalkeepers participating in the Wasit Governorate

Youth League during the 2024-2025 sports season. It also sought to determine the

contribution of open-minded thinking to goalkeeper positioning and to develop a

predictive model for goalkeeper positioning based on open—-minded thinking.

To achieve these objectives, the researcher employed the descriptive survey method

with a correlational approach. The research sample consisted of (40) football
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goalkeepers participating in the Wasit Governorate Youth League during the 2024-2025
sports season. Data were collected using a goalkeeper positioning test, an open-
minded thinking scale, and other data collection instruments. Following the verification
of the validity of both the goalkeeper positioning test and the open—-minded thinking
scale, the field procedures were carried out, and the collected data were analyzed using

appropriate statistical methods.

The findings enabled the researcher to derive a predictive equation through which
goalkeeper positioning can be predicted based on the level of open—-minded thinking.
The results also demonstrated a statistically significant relationship between goalkeeper
positioning and open-minded thinking among youth football goalkeepers in Wasit

Governorate.

Keywords: Prediction, Goalkeeper Positioning, Open—-Minded Thinking, Football.
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