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Abstract:

This research examines the institution of marriage and the methods of its dissolution under Ancient Iraqi laws
and Ancient Egyptian (Pharaonic) laws through an analytical study of the legal texts and historical documents
that governed family relations in both civilizations. The study aims to clarify the concepts of family and
marriage, the conditions for the formation of a valid marriage, the rights and obligations arising therefrom, as
well as the causes and legal and financial consequences of the dissolution of the marital bond. The research
adopts both the historical and comparative methods in order to identify and analyze the similarities and
differences between the two legal systems.The study concludes that both legal traditions accorded special
importance to the family as the fundamental unit of society and regulated marriage as a legal institution giving
rise to significant personal and proprietary rights and obligations. The findings further reveal that Ancient Iraqi
laws were characterized by greater rigidity and broader powers granted to the husband in terminating the marital
relationship, whereas Ancient Egyptian law displayed greater flexibility, relying more extensively on
contractual arrangements and providing broader protection for women’s financial rights. The study also
demonstrates that both legal systems contributed to the establishment of early legal foundations for the
protection of the family and the regulation of marital relations and the legal consequences arising from their
dissolution.Keywords: Marriage, Family, Ancient Iraqi Laws, Code of Hammurabi, Ancient Egyptian
(Pharaonic) Law, Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage.
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