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Abstract:

The city of Samarra stands as one of the most significant historical metropolises globally, representing the
capital of the Abbasid Caliphate at its zenith and a designated UNESCO World Heritage site. This research
aims to highlight the archaeological tourism potential of the city, focusing on prominent landmarks such as the
Great Mosque with its unique Spiral Minaret (Malwiya), Abu Dulaf Mosque, and the Caliph’s Palace (Dar al-
Khilafa)The study addresses the challenges facing the tourism sector in Samarra, primarily the lack of
infrastructure, the absence of systematic tourism promotion, and the impact of past security and political
conditions on tourist influx. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the research evaluates the current state
of these archaeological sites. The findings reveal that Samarra possesses a unique architectural heritage that
qualifies it to be a global hub for tourism. However, it requires strategic rehabilitation plans, the activation of
tourism investment, and the integration of historical sites with modern service networks to ensure the site’s
sustainability and protection from degradation

Keywords: Archaeological Tourism, Samarra, World Heritage, Abbasid Architecture, Malwiya Minaret.
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