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Abstract

This study examines the construction of temporal structure in the novel "The Third Image" by novelist Ali Latifa
Saeed. It focuses on analyzing the three types of fictional time: narrative time, story time, and internal time, as
well as the mechanisms of flashback and foreshadowing employed by the narrator. The research explores how
the intertwining of these times influences the progression of the plot and the development of characters'
awareness, as well as how the temporal framework contributes to shaping themes of identity, image, and
memory. The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach, starting with a careful reading of the text to
determine the chronological sequence of events, then identifying the frequency and functions of flashbacks and
foreshadowing, before examining how the interaction of different times reflects on the dramaturgical and
semantic structure of the novel .The significance of this research lies in highlighting the element of time as a
fundamental narrative component in contemporary Iraqi fiction, offering an applied model that can be

generalized to other texts with complex temporal structures. This contributes to a deeper critical understanding
of the potential of narrative in Arab literature.

Keywords: narration, time, The Third Image novel, Ali Latifa Saeed
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