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the theoretical foundations of psychological
ownership, represented by the need for efficacy
and effectance (Efficacy and Effectance), the
need for self-identity (Self-ldentity), and the
need for having a place (Having a Place), as
these are considered fundamental factors
explaining the emergence and development of
psychological ownership in individuals.
The final version of the scale consisted of (24)
items distributed across three dimensions, with
(8) items for each dimension. A three-point
Likert scale was adopted with the response
alternatives (Always, Sometimes, Never). The
items were scored (3, 2, 1) for positive
statements and reverse-scored for negative
statements. Accordingly, the total score ranged
from (24—72) degrees, with a hypothetical mean
of (48) degrees.
The researcher verified the psychometric
properties of the scale. Face validity was
established through presenting the items to a
group of experts and specialists, while construct
validity was verified using the extreme groups
method and item-total correlation coefficients.
Reliability was calculated using the test-retest
method, with a reliability coefficient of (0.84),
and internal consistency using Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient, which reached (0.81),
indicating that the scale possesses good
psychometric properties.
After administering the scale to the study
sample, the data were statistically analyzed
using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS). The statistical methods
included jthe arithmetic mean, standard
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Abstract
The present study aimed to identify
psychological ownership toward the school
among middle school female students in the
center of Karbala Governorate and to identify
the statistically significant differences in
psychological ownership toward the school
according to grade level (first, second, and third
intermediate grades). To achieve the objectives
of the study, the researcher adopted the
descriptive research method.
The study sample consisted of (400) female
students from governmental middle schools
affiliated with the General Directorate of
Education of Karbala Governorate / Center
Education Department. The sample was
selected using proportionate stratified random
sampling during the academic year (2025-—
2026).
Due to the absence of a standardized instrument
suitable for the Iraqgi educational environment to
measure psychological ownership toward the
school among middle school female students,
the researcher developed a scale of
psychological ownership toward the schdol
based on the Psychological Ownership Theory
proposed by Pierce, Kostova, and Dirks
(2003), which explains the .emergence ' ‘of
. : ) B ) X \
psychological ownership through asetiof basics &
psychological motives.and pathw
contribute to the formation an

~ . deviation, Pearson correlation coefficient, one-
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this feeling. The scale V\}as coriﬁ;
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sample t-test (One-Sample t-test), and one-way
analysis of variance (One-Way ANOVA).

The results showed that the mean score of the
middle school female students on the
psychological ownership toward the school
scale was (56.84), which exceeded the
hypothetical mean of (48.00). The results also
indicated that there were no statistically
significant  differences in  psychological
ownership toward the school according to grade
level.

In light of the findings, the researcher
recommended adopting educational and
administrative practices that contribute to
enhancing psychological ownership toward the
school among students by providing greater
opportunities for participation and influence in
school life, in accordance with the foundations
of Psychological Ownership Theory. The
researcher also suggested conducting future
studies addressing psychological ownership
across different educational stages and
examining its relationship  with  other
psychological and educational variables.
Keywords:

Psychological ~ Ownership,  Psychological
Ownership toward the School, Middle School
Female Students, Psychological Ownership
Theory, Karbala Governorate.
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