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Abstract:

This research aims to provide a comprehensive sociological and analytical approach to the phenomenon of
cybercrime in light of the structural transformations brought about by artificial intelligence (Al) technologies in
the contemporary digital network society. The research problem crystallizes in the stark contradiction between
the hyper-acceleration of algorithmic developments in Al systems and the structural lag in institutional,
legislative, and social responses required to secure the virtual ecosystem. To unpack this dilemma, the study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a systematic review of contemporary sociological and
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criminological literature, alongside a critical social content analysis of recent statistical indicators published by
global law enforcement agencies, such as Interpol and Europol, for the years 2024 and 2025 .
The study reveals several key findings: Al has fundamentally reproduced social deviance by modeling cybercrime
into an automated, transnational, and highly organized industry (Cybercrime-as-a-Service) that inflicts
devastating economic and societal losses. Furthermore, generative technologies, particularly deepfakes, have
produced novel patterns of interpersonal blackmail and cyber-victimization, which correlate directly with the
density of individuals' routine digital activities. Ultimately, the research recommends a paradigm shift toward
proactive algorithmic and digital governance policies that leverage Al as a tool for virtual social control, while
robustly safeguarding users' digital rights and fundamental freedoms through updated legal frameworks.
Keywords: Digital Sociology, Cybercrime, Artificial Intelligence, Network Society, Algorithmic Governance,
Cyber-Victimization, Virtual Social Control.
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