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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the relationship between inquiry-based learning and historical thinking skills among
students of the Department of History, College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Diyala. The study
adopted a descriptive correlational design as it was the most appropriate for the nature of the problem and the
objectives of the research. The population consisted of students in the Department of History, while the sample
included 200 male and female students selected through stratified random sampling. To achieve the objectives of
the study, two instruments were developed: an Inquiry-Based Learning Scale and a Historical Thinking Skills
Scale. The validity and reliability of both instruments were established using appropriate scientific procedures.
Data were analyzed using SPSS through means, standard deviations, one-sample t-tests, and Pearson’s correlation
coefficient.The findings indicated that the students showed a high level of inquiry-based learning and a relatively
high level of historical thinking skills. The results also revealed a statistically significant positive correlation
between inquiry-based learning and historical thinking skills. This suggests that strengthening inquiry-based
instructional practices may contribute to enhancing students’ historical thinking skills. In light of these findings,
the study recommends adopting inquiry-based strategies in university history teaching and increasing educational
activities that promote source analysis, evidence-based reasoning, and the construction of historical
interpretations grounded in proof.Keywords: Inquiry-Based Learning, Historical Thinking Skills, History
Students, University of Diyala, History Teaching.
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