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Summary

The military organization and structure of the Fatimid army formed one of the important foundations upon which
the Fatimid state was built. The Fatimid army in Egypt consisted of North African and Eastern elements, as well
as elements brought in from among white and black slaves, and Turkish and Armenian elements. The army was
divided into three main ranks: the emirs, the guards, and the army divisions. It also consisted of several units and
platoons, some belonging to the caliph and others to the ministers and emirs. Army commanders were
distinguished from one another by the insignia they wore.The army was divided into five sections: the vanguard,
the center, the right flank, the left flank, and the rearguard. The Fatimid state meticulously organized its army into
cavalry, infantry, and naval forces. Its weaponry was diverse, ranging from edged weapons to projectiles. The
Fatimid army was distinguished by its high level of skill in the use of various weapons, including spears, swords,
naval warfare, and horses. The navy played a crucial role in military operations outside Egypt, supplying coastal
cities with provisions and men during the Crusades. Monthly salaries contributed to the stability, discipline, and
effective performance of the army. Military fiefdoms formed a vital pillar of the army's expenditure system. The
army's administrative office (Diwan al-Jaysh) played a significant role in overseeing the army's financial and

fiefdom affairs, while other departments contributed to securing the army's necessities, such as clothing and
horses.Keywords: Army, Police, Fatimid Era
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