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Abstract

Islamic hospitals (bimaristans) underwent steady development. They were simple in the Umayyad era, then
expanded, incorporating nursing services and providing medicines and prominent physicians. This was
facilitated by the interest of caliphs and sultans in medical science and healthcare. Islam, in its legal and ethical
principles, emphasized the health and well-being of Muslims. Therefore, Muslims were accustomed to
maintaining physical health and caring for individual and public health, as this was a prerequisite for fulfilling
religious obligations, such as the physical capacity required for Hajj, fasting, and other related
duties.Consequently, they worked to establish hospitals in various circumstances. This development of this great
institution in the history of Islamic civilization was shared between rulers and the general public, and some of
its remnants have survived to the modern era. The bimaristan was a significant outcome of the considerable
energy and intellectual effort invested by successive Islamic civilizations in advancing medical arts. Large
hospitals—both in the past and today—included medical schools and libraries where senior physicians taught
students how to directly apply their acquired knowledge to patients. The hospital administered examinations to
students and issued certificates. The bimaristan was dedicated as an institution for the dissemination of medicine,
the treatment of diseases, and the expansion and spread of medical knowledge.
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