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Institutional Educational Performance in Nineveh Schools:

A Sociological Study in the Context of Electoral Competition
ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the institutional educational performance of secondary schools in Nineveh
Governorate during the electoral competition period (2025-2026), from a sociological standpoint that views
schools as embedded within their broader political, social, and economic context. The research population
comprised all principals, deputy principals, and teachers in state secondary schools affiliated with the Nineveh
Directorate of Education (more than 2,500 schools and approximately 70,000 staff). A stratified random sample
of (350) respondents was selected: (280) teachers and (70) school administrators. Two instruments were used:
a questionnaire of (48) items distributed across five domains—administrative performance, academic quality,
community engagement, resource management, and political pressures—and a semi-structured interview guide
applied to (20) participants. Validity was verified by a panel of (7) expert referees; Cronbach's Alpha reliability
was (0.87) for the overall scale. Descriptive statistics, independent-samples t-tests, and one-way ANOVA were
employed for data analysis. The findings revealed a moderate overall institutional performance level (weighted
mean = 3.42 out of 5.00). Statistically significant differences were found according to administrative experience
in favour of those with more than ten years of experience, while no significant differences appeared according
to gender. Electoral competition had a measurable indirect influence on teacher workload distribution and
extracurricular activity planning. The study concludes with recommendations including the need to insulate
educational institutions from political pressures and to establish transparent performance-evaluation criteria.
Keywords: Institutional performance, educational management, Nineveh, elections, sociological analysis
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