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ABSTRACT

This article aims to critically review recent research trends in digital fact-checking in the age of social media
platforms. It analyzes the most prominent approaches addressing the effectiveness of digital verification, the role
of fact-checking platforms, artificial intelligence applications, and forms of participatory and community-based
verification, as well as the relationship between digital verification and public trust in media content. The article
begins with the premise that most literature has dealt with the elements of digital verification in a fragmented and
methodologically inconsistent manner, which has contributed to a fragmented understanding of the phenomenon
and overlooked the interactive nature of the factors influencing it. The review relies on an analysis of a range of
recent Arab and international studies to uncover prevailing research trends, their methodological limitations, and
points of convergence and contradiction. It reveals that the effectiveness of digital verification is not determined
solely by the efficiency of technical tools or the accuracy of corrected information, but is also influenced by the
nature of the audience, levels of digital literacy, and trust in verification-based sources. Furthermore, the review
exposes the fragility of several optimistic claims regarding the ability of artificial intelligence and fact-checking
platforms to curb misinformation. Their rapid technological development has not led to a proportional decrease
in the volume of misinformation; rather, it has generated new problems related to... The article concludes that
digital verification represents an integrated system for rebuilding and strengthening digital trust, which
contributes to reducing the impact of misinformation in the contemporary digital environment. Keywordsdigital
verification, fake news, social media platforms, fact-checking, artificial intelligence, digital trust.
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