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Abstract:

This study analyzes the foreign policy of
the nascent Idrisid state in the Maghreb al-Aqgsa
(789-804 AD), proposing that it was not a series
of reactive actions, but rather a calculated, two-
pronged strategy designed for both survival and
expansion. The methodology relies on an
analytical historical reading of primary sources
to deconstruct the strategic objectives of the
state's early actions.

The findings reveal a two-pronged
policy. The first prong was a pragmatic
defensive approach towards major external
powers, specifically the Abbasid Caliphate.
This involved exploiting the region's
geopolitical isolation and the religious
legitimacy of Idris I's noble lineage to secure
local Berber alliances while avoiding direct
confrontation. The second prong comprised a
systematic internal expansion aimed at unifying
the tribes to overcome political fragmentation,
establishing a military power base, and
controlling strategic economic points, most
notably Tlemcen, to secure control over trans-
Saharan trade routes.
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The study concludes that the success of
this dual policy is evident in the Abbasid
Caliphate's perception of the Idrisids as a major
threat, culminating in the assassination of Idris
I. The state's ability to overcome this crisis and
ensure its continuity demonstrates the
robustness of its founding strategy. This early
foreign policy, which skillfully balanced
geopolitical pragmatism with internal military
consolidation, was the decisive factor in
establishing the first sovereign and independent
entity in the region.

Keywords: Idrisid state, foreign policy, state
formation, Maghreb  al-Agsa,  Abbasid
Caliphate, geopolitics, tribal alliances.
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