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Abstract
This study examines the techniques of "Analepsis" (flashback) and "Prolepsis" (anticipation) in the novel Midaq

Alley by the renowned Egyptian novelist Naguib Mahfouz. It explores their role in shaping the temporal structure
of the narrative discourse, based on the premise that time represents a fundamental structural component in the
modern novel that contributes to organizing events, developing characters, and generating profound artistic
meanings. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon modern narratological concepts,
specifically Gérard Genette’s theory of temporal anachronies, to analyze the patterns and functions of flashbacks
and anticipations within the novel.The study concludes that Naguib Mahfouz does not adhere to a linear
chronological sequence of events; instead, he skillfully employs analepsis to unveil the social and psychological
backgrounds of the characters, effectively linking their past with the present. Concurrently, he utilizes prolepsis
to pave the way for upcoming events and hint at the characters' ultimate fates, thereby building suspense,
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deepening the narrative vision, and achieving structural coherence. Furthermore, the analysis reveals that
temporal anachronies in Midaq Alley are not mere technical devices for managing time, but rather crucial artistic
tools that construct meaning and reflect the intense psychological and social transformations of the characters
within the alley.Keywords: Narrative Time, Temporal Construction, Analepsis, Prolepsis, Naguib Mahfouz,

Midaq Alley.
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