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Abstract
This review examines the role of interactive timelines in history teaching and in the development of students’
temporal understanding. It argues that learning history is not achieved by memorizing dates alone, but by
understanding sequence, simultaneity, duration, continuity, change, causality, and the relationship between
events and their political, social, and cultural contexts. Interactive timelines can transform historical time from
a static list of dates into a visual and analytical structure that enables learners to compare trajectories, detect gaps,
connect evidence, and build interpretations. The review discusses the conceptual foundations of temporal
understanding, the educational characteristics of interactive timelines, and their relationship to digital primary
sources, virtual museums, augmented reality, visual history, active learning, and inquiry-based history teaching.

It also highlights expected educational benefits, including the organization of historical memory, the
development of causal reasoning, the support of visual learning, and the improvement of students’ ability to
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produce organized historical knowledge. At the same time, the review draws attention to possible risks, such as
reducing history to a simple linear sequence, weak source verification, differences in students’ digital
competence, and the need for clear rubrics to assess timeline products. The review proposes a practical model
that begins with an open historical question and proceeds through source selection, timeline construction,
relationship analysis, presentation of interpretations, and reflection on the limits of historical knowledge. It
concludes that the value of interactive timelines lies not in the technology itself, but in transforming it into a
critical inquiry activity through which students become producers of historical meaning rather than passive
receivers of information.Keywords: interactive timelines, history teaching, temporal understanding, historical

thinking, digital primary sources, active learning, digital transformation.
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