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Abstract:

This study aims to the directions of the sphere of influence of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and their impact
on its geopolitical weight during the period 1990-2025, using the Geographic Compass within a Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) environment. The research focuses on analyzing the transformation of the UAE’s
sphere of influence from a limited regional domain into a multidirectional global networked sphere through
tracing the axes of influence extending toward Asia, Africa, and Europe.The study adopts Formal Geopolitics as
a theoretical framework for interpreting the geopolitical weight of the UAE and analyzing its spheres of influence,
drawing upon the concepts of power, sphere of influence, and geopolitical flows. It also employs the descriptive-
analytical approach, power analysis, and spatial analysis using Geographic Information Systems (GIS.(The
findings reveal that the northeastern direction remained the most influential axis due to the UAE’s strong
connections with Asian markets, while the southwestern direction gained increasing importance as a result of the
country’s expanding presence in the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa. The study further demonstrates that the
UAE’s logistical infrastructure, particularly its ports and airports, has played a significant role in transforming
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the country into a multidirectional networked geopolitical actor Keywords: Sphere of Influence, Geopolitical
Weight, United Arab Emirates, Formal Geopolitics, Power Analysis, Geographic Information Systems (GIS),

Spatial Analysis.
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