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Abstract

This study examines the impact of
Romanian political independence on
the  deterioration of  Soviet—
Romanian relations during the
period (1964-1968), as a pivotal
phase within the socialist bloc during
the Cold War. The study is based on
the hypothesis that Romania’s
orientation toward strengthening its
political, economic, and foreign
policy autonomy was the main factor
behind the escalation of tensions
with the Soviet Union, without
reaching a complete rupture.

The study highlights that the April
1964 Declaration represented a
fundamental turning point in
Romanian policy, as it affirmed the
principle of national sovereignty and
rejected dependency within
COMECON, paving the way for
more independent policies under
Nicolae Ceausescu after 1965. This
orientation was reflected in the
diversification of Romania’s foreign
relations, particularly with China
and Western countries, as well as in
adopting positions that diverged
from Soviet policy within the
Warsaw Pact.
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The impact of Romanian political
independence on the strained
Soviet-omanian relations (1964—
1968): A historical study
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The study concludes that Soviet—
Romanian tensions reached their

peak in 1968 during the
Czechoslovak crisis, when Romania
opposed  military intervention,
clearly demonstrating the limits of
Soviet dominance within the
socialist ~ camp. Nevertheless,

relations continued within their
institutional framework, reflecting

the balance of power that
characterized the Eastern Bloc
during that period.
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