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The Methodology of Imams Al-Zamakhshari and Al-Razi (may God have
mercy on them) Regarding the Vision of God Almighty
A.L. Asma Hikmat Sulaiman Musa Al-Tikriti
University of Tikrit, College of Islamic Sciences, Department of Fundamentals
of Religion
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Khalil Ibrahim Subh Al-Jubouri

Abstract:
This research examines the comparative methodology in the vision of God
Almighty through the opinions of Imams Al-Zamakhshari and Al-Razi (may
God have mercy on them). The study begins by defining the concept of vision
linguistically and technically, then moves on to review the position of Imam Al-
Zamakhshari (may God have mercy on him), who adopted the Mu'tazilite view
of denying the possibility of seeing God Almighty with physical eyes, based on
rational and textual evidence, interpreting the verses that outwardly appear to
affirm the vision. In contrast, this research clarifies the methodology of Imam al-
Razi (may God have mercy on him), who affirmed the vision of God according
to the Ash'ari school of thought. However, he distinguished himself by
meticulously critiquing traditional rational arguments, such as the argument
from "existence," and by emphasizing the reliance on textual evidence from the
Quran and Sunnah as a definitive path to proving the vision, transcending
direction and modality. The research concludes with a clear methodological
divergence between the two scholars: al-Zamakhshari employed allegorical
interpretation to negate the vision, while al-Razi relied on transmitted texts after
critiquing the conventional rational approach. This highlights the depth of the
theological disagreement on this important doctrinal issue.
Keywords: Vision of God, al-Zamakhshari, al-Razi, argumentation, transmitted

.evidence, rational evidence
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