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The (Israeli) invasion of Lebanon in March 1978 and Bashir Gemayel's
stance on it
Abdul-Moneim Abbas Khalaf
Department of History / College of Arts / University of Mosul
Jassim Mohammed Khudair
Department of Media / College of Arts / University of Mosul
Abstract

This study examines the stance of Bashir Gemayel, leader of the Lebanese
Forces Party, towards the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in March 1978 (Operation
Litani). The study aims to analyze the nature of Bashir's political concern
regarding Israeli intervention, his strategy in dealing with the occupation, and to
emphasize the priority of preserving his political gains away from accusations of
collaboration. The study employs a content analysis methodology for official
statements, meetings, and security and media reports issued by Israeli officials
and Christian militia leaders during the period (1978-1979). The study
concludes that the stance revolved around three main axes: first, public
reservation towards the invasion and refusal to provide military facilities before
the attack to avoid damaging his national image. Second, subsequent practical
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action by accepting limited Israeli support (such as Begin's pledge of air
protection) to balance regional forces. Third, showing relative flexibility
towards the Israeli presence in the south, against deep concern that southern
Lebanon would become an open arena of conflict. The study concludes that
Bashir Gemayel dealt with the invasion as a guarantor for weakening his
Palestinian and Syrian opponents, while rearranging his military priorities to
build a unified Christian force, regardless of the nature of internal criticism, to
move the Christian community from a state of spontaneous defense to a state of
organized political offensive.

Keywords: Bashir Gemayel, Israeli invasion, Operation Litani, Lebanese Forces
Party, Menachem Begin, Peace Treaty, Saad Haddad, Transitional Period.
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