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Representations of Authority in the Prose of Ibn al-Mikal
|. Saja Jassim Muhammad Hajim

Abstract
This study examines the representations of authority and the
mechanisms through which they are constructed in the literary prose and
epistolary writings of Abu al-Fadl Ibn al-Mikali (d. 436 AH), one of the
most distinguished chancery writers of the Abbasid period. It aims to
explore the rhetorical and discursive dimensions through which
authority is manifested in his writings by investigating the ways political
and cultural authority are reflected in his literary discourse, the artistic
and rhetorical devices employed in shaping that discourse, and the
nature of the relationship between the writer and political power as
expressed in his epistles.The study further addresses whether the
discourse of authority in Ibn al-Mikali’s writings is confined to the
political sphere or extends to encompass cultural, intellectual, and
ethical forms of authority. In addition, it examines the influence of the
Abbasid milieu on the formation of his perception of authority and
literary expression. The findings reveal that representations of authority
in his prose assume multiple dimensions, including political authority
embodied in administrative and panegyric letters, intellectual and
cultural authority manifested in literary and critical writings, and
discursive authority reflected in the persuasive and directive functions of
language and its ethical implications.The study concludes that Ibn al-
Mikali’s prose constitutes a complex ideological text in which praise,
persuasion, and the construction of legitimacy are intricately
intertwined. Language in his writings functions not merely as a neutral
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medium of communication but rather as a space for the production and
reinforcement of authority, thereby reflecting the close relationship
between literature and power within the Abbasid cultural context.
Keywords: Ibn al-Mikalt; Authority; Discourse Analysis; Political Authority;
Cultural and Intellectual Authority; Ethical and Social.
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