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Abstract
Aim: This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of a mind-reading program
in developing the attribution of others’ desires and intentions among children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Hypotheses: To achieve this aim, the researcher
formulated two hypotheses:1. There is no statistically significant difference at the
level (o = 0.05) between the scores of children with ASD in the experimental group
(exposed to the mind-reading program) and those in the control group (receiving
traditional center-based programs) on the measure of attribution of others’
desires.2. There is no statistically significant difference at the level (a = 0.05)
between the scores of children with ASD in the experimental group (exposed to the
mind-reading program) and those in the control group (receiving traditional center-
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based programs) on the measure of attribution of others’ intentions. Scope: The
study was limited to children with mild autism spectrum disorder in Al-Diwaniyah
Governorate during the year 2025-2026, aged between 3 and 12 years.
Methodology: A partially controlled experimental design was adopted, consisting
of an experimental group and a control group with pre- and post-tests for both
measures. The sample was purposively selected from Dr. Mustafa Al-Yasiri Speech
and Language Institute. After identifying children with mild ASD based on medical
reports, the final sample comprised 10 children in the experimental group (trained
using sessions based on Theory of Mind) and 10 children in the control group
(receiving the institute’s conventional methods). The two groups were matched on
variables: chronological age, pre-test scores of desire attribution, and pre-test
scores of intention attribution. Instruments: The researcher developed two
instruments: Attribution of Others’ Desires (20 items, final form, based on
Broekhof & Ketelaar, 2015) and Attribution of Others’ Intentions (15 items, final
form, based on Premack & Woodruff, 1978). Face validity, content validity,
discriminatory power, and internal consistency were verified. Reliability was
computed using internal consistency (Alpha-Cronbach equation). The experiment
lasted 8 weeks, with five sessions per group. After the intervention, both measures
were re-administered. Results: Data were analyzed statistically using the Mann-
Whitney U test. The results indicated: 1. Statistically significant differences at the
level (o= 0.05) between the scores of the experimental group and the control group
on the desire attribution measure, in favor of the experimental group. 2. Statistically
significant differences at the level (o = 0.05) between the scores of the
experimental group and the control group on the intention attribution measure, in
favor of the experimental group. Recommendations and Proposals: Based on the
findings, the researcher provided recommendations and proposals, including:
1. Impleme
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