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Abstract

Psychologists believe that Bandura’s Social Learning Theory, when integrated
with emotional learning, has provided valuable explanatory frameworks for
learning and teaching within a social-emotional context, particularly in the
acquisition of manual skills. This aspect has been overlooked by many other
theories, as it is closely associated with analytical thinking, which is considered
one of the most important thinking styles in teaching art education courses,
especially handicrafts. Analytical thinking is, in itself, a process that enables
students to deconstruct and analyze artworks and their structures in a practical and
creative manner. This helps develop students who are capable of recognizing fine
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details that contribute to accurate artistic perception within a cooperative and
emotionally supportive group context. Based on this premise, the present study
aimed to investigate the use of Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) in developing the
skills of students in the Department of Art Education in the Handicrafts course.
The study targeted second-year morning students in Baghdad, with a total
population of 144 male and female students selected intentionally. The researcher
adopted an experimental research design and randomly assigned Classrooms (1)
and (2), comprising a total of 72 students, into two groups: one experimental and
one control. Two tests were developed for the study. The first was a cognitive
multiple-choice test consisting of 20 items, while the second was a practical skills
assessment that required the development of a performance evaluation rubric
consisting of 10 items. Instructional plans were prepared in accordance with the
specified learning objectives and were designed based on the stages of Social-
Emotional Learning. The psychometric properties of both instruments were
established to ensure their validity and reliability. The findings revealed the
rejection of the null hypotheses and demonstrated that the experimental group
significantly outperformed the control group.

Keywords: Social-emotional learning, skills, handicrafts.
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