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Civil Liability of Oil Companies for Environmental Damage under Iraqi
Law — An Analytical Study
Civil Liability Arising from Environmental Damage under Iragi Law: An
Analytical Study
Lecturer Firas Shammam Najem
Lecturer Madih Hussein Ali
Lecturer Fatimah Al-Zahra Salem Abbas
Abstract

This study addresses the civil liability of oil companies for environmental
damage under Iragi law, through a legal-analytical approach aimed at assessing
the adequacy of the existing legislative framework in addressing the specific
nature of environmental harm resulting from oil activities. The study examines
the limitations of traditional civil liability provisions, particularly those
established under the Iragi Civil Law No. 40 of 1951 (as amended), in
addressing the distinctive characteristics of environmental damage, compared to
the more advanced provisions of the Law on the Protection and Improvement of
the Environment No. 27 of 2009. The research relies primarily on the analytical
method to study relevant legal texts, supported by comparative and critical
approaches to identify legislative gaps and propose appropriate legal solutions.
The study concludes that it is necessary to adopt a more flexible approach based
on strict (objective) liability, expand its scope to include cases of control over
hazardous materials, and develop legal concepts related to environmental
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damage. Moreover, it highlights the importance of activating compensatory
mechanisms and enhancing preventive legislative measures, thereby ensuring

effective legal protection of the environment and securing compensation for
damages caused by oil companies.

Keywords: Civil Liability, Oil Companies, Environmental Damage.
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