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Abstract:

The Arabian Peninsula is among the driest and hottest regions
in the world due to its location near the equator, with most of
its territory lying within the tropical zone. The Arabian Pen-
insula cannot boast a single permanent river that flows year-
round into the sea, and its small streams are generally unsuit—
able for navigation. In regions dominated by aridity, rainfall is
scarce. The Rub’ al Khali (Empty Quarter) desert has experi-
enced periods of humid climate during which heavy rains fell,
leading to the formation of a large lake in the central part of the
desert in Saudi Arabia. Continued rainfall eventually caused
the lake to overflow. Permanent rivers are not found in the
Arabian Peninsula. However, there are major perennial riv—
ers elsewhere—such as the Euphrates, Tigris, and Nile—upon

which ancient civilizations flourished.

Keywords: Arabian Peninsula, lakes, rivers.
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