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Abstract: This study aims to highlight the pivotal role of the United
Nations Security Council in imposing international sanctions as a
primary coercive tool for maintaining international peace and security
under Chapter VII of the Charter. The research problem lies in
analyzing the 'functional gap" between the intended deterrent objectives
of sanctions and their actual effects within the context of international
political balances and legal and ethical constraints. To achieve the
study's objectives, the researcher adopted a descriptive—analytical
approach to deconstruct legal texts and practices, and a comparative
approach to examine the case studies of Iraq and Iran as models for

evaluating the effectiveness of this mechanism in practice.

The study concluded that the effectiveness of international sanctions
remains contingent on the consensus of the permanent members of the
Security Council. This necessitates a shift towards targeted sanctions to
prevent human rights violations, along with the importance of
establishing judicial review mechanisms for Security Council resolutions
to ensure their legitimacy and balance with considerations of national

sovereignty and peremptory norms of international law.

Keywords: Security Council, international sanctions, Chapter VII,
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