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Abstract

This review examines the grammatical concept of "governance" (Amil) and the various
attempts to reform and simplify it. It traces the trajectory of this concept from its historical
foundations to calls for its complete deconstruction. Along this path, the study explores several
theoretical frameworks, including Generative Grammar, the Theory of Interlocking Clues
(Tadafur al-Qara'in), Meaning-Based Grammar, and concludes with Sanaa Al-Bayati’s theory of
the "Linguistic Zero" and its critical approaches. Employing a comparative, descriptive-analytical
methodology, the review extracts the shared intellectual foundations among these proposals,
balances their points of convergence and divergence, and subjects the findings to a critical critique
that uncovers their strengths and weaknesses.

The review concludes that while the reform movement has its merits, it often drifted from
legitimate criticism toward an unfounded, total rejection of the traditional system. Furthermore,
the concept of governance proves difficult to eliminate entirely, as evidenced by its resurgence in
Generative Grammar. Attempts to dismantle it have also led to inconsistencies when applied
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within the very theories that sought its abolition. On another note, the study identifies a conceptual

overlap in modern terminology, such as between the "Linguistic Zero" and traditional "ellipsis"

(Idmar). Finally, the paper calls for testing these theories globally against typologically diverse

linguistic samples, and suggests linking grammatical rules with both Artificial Intelligence and

Cognitive Linguistics.

Keywords: Theory of Governance (Amil), Grammatical Reform, Interlocking Clues, Generative

Grammar, Linguistic Zero, Cognitive Linguistics.
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