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Abstract
The Orientalist sought to discredit Ibn Abbas by citing his young age as
areason to question his reliability as a narrator of the Prophet’s sayings,
despite evidence of his intelligence and knowledge. He then attempted
to cast doubt on Ibn Abbas’s narrators. First, he claimed they were liars;
second, he claimed their chain of transmission was broken—despite
the fact that it was not—alleging that his knowledge consisted of mere
conjecture and speculation about the unseen. He pointed out that Ka’b
al-Ambar and Abdullah ibn Salam possessed this knowledge, and that
Ibn Abbas had derived it from them. Gaulthier did not stop there;
rather, he attacks the very essence of the Islamic faith by claiming that
the Holy Quran is not Arabic, as it contains non—Arabic words.
In his attempt to prove that the one who was sacrificed was Isaac, he
cites a chain of transmission from Ka’b through Ibn ‘Abbas as evidence
of its authenticity, and then proposes a compromise solution that both
Isaac and Ishmael were the ones sacrificed Comparison between the
narrations has conclusively proven, based on the evidence of the Holy
Quran, that the one sacrificed is Ishmael and not Isaac. Nor can the
Orientalist’s view be accepted, which suggests that both Isaac and Ish—
mael could be the sacrificial victim; this is an unacceptable proposition
because the sacrificial victim is one and not two, in addition to other
objections and doubts he raised in the course of this study.
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Keywords: Abdullah ibn Abbas, Israelite narratives, miracle of
interpretation, religious understanding, historical sources
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